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Nehruvian Era in Post-Independence India: A Brief Overview 

The Nehruvian era refers to the period from 1947 to 1964, when Jawaharlal Nehru served as 

the first Prime Minister of independent India. This era was foundational in shaping India's 

political, economic, and foreign policy trajectories. 

Political Integration and Governance 

• Nehru oversaw the integration of over 500 princely 

states into the Indian Union, a complex process led 

with the support of Sardar Patel. Through a mix of 

negotiation and, at times, military intervention (such 

as in Hyderabad and Goa), the Indian government 

unified the country territorially and administratively. 

• The Indian National Congress remained the 

dominant political force, and Nehru promoted 

parliamentary democracy, secularism, and a modern, 

scientific outlook in governance. 

Economic and Social Policies 

• Nehru championed a mixed economy, combining state-led industrialization with 

private enterprise. The government established large public sector undertakings and 

launched the first Five-Year Plans to drive economic development. 

• His policies emphasized social justice, education, and scientific advancement, laying 

the groundwork for institutions like the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs). 

Tribal and Social Integration 

• Nehru advocated for the development of tribal communities through his "Tribal 

Panchsheel" principles, emphasizing respect for tribal culture, protection of their 

rights, and gradual, non-coercive integration into mainstream society. 

Foreign Policy: Non-Alignment and Global Advocacy 

• Nehru’s foreign policy was marked by the principle of non-alignment, keeping India 

independent from both the Western and Eastern blocs during the Cold War. 

https://courses.upscprep.com/products/
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• He promoted peaceful coexistence, solidarity with newly independent nations, and 

was a vocal advocate for decolonization and anti-apartheid movements. 

• Nehru played a key role in establishing the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and 

championed disarmament and global peace initiatives. 

Relations with Neighbors 

• Nehru sought friendly relations with neighboring countries, signing treaties with 

Nepal, Bhutan, and Burma (Myanmar), though challenges persisted, notably with 

Pakistan and China. The 1962 Sino-Indian War was a significant setback. 

Legacy 

• The Nehruvian era set the tone for India’s democratic institutions, secular values, and 

independent foreign policy. While some of his policies have been critiqued in later 

decades, Nehru’s vision continues to influence India’s political and diplomatic 

identity. 

"The Nehruvian Era stands as an indelible chapter in India's history, defined by the visionary 

leadership of Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. Spanning the years from 1947 to 1964, this 

period was marked by a distinctive approach to foreign policy that left an indelible mark on 

India's global trajectory."  
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Integration of Princely States Post-Independence India 

Background 

At the time of Indian independence in 1947, the subcontinent consisted of two types of 

territories: 

• British Indian provinces, directly administered by the British. 

• Over 500 princely states, which were ruled by local monarchs under British 

suzerainty but retained autonomy over internal matters. 

These princely states covered about 48% of the land area and included 28% of the population 

of pre-independence India. The British withdrawal, under the Indian Independence Act of 

1947, gave these states three choices: join India, join Pakistan, or remain independent. 

Process of Integration 

Key Leaders 
• Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister) 

• V. P. Menon (Secretary, Ministry of States) 

Patel and Menon spearheaded the integration process, using a combination of diplomacy, 

negotiation, and, when necessary, force. 

Instrument of Accession 
• The legal mechanism for accession was the Instrument of Accession, which allowed 

states to join India, ceding control over defense, foreign affairs, and communications 

to the Union government. 

• Most rulers were persuaded to sign this document, often with the promise of privy 

purses (annual payments) and retention of certain privileges, which were later 

abolished in 1969. 

Standstill Agreement 
• This ensured continuity of existing administrative arrangements until new agreements 

were made with the Indian Union. 

Fast-Track Integration 
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• Smaller states were merged into larger administrative units or existing provinces to 

create viable entities. 

• Many states were merged into new "princely unions" or directly into provinces like 

Bombay, Orissa, and Madras. 

Major Challenges and Notable Cases 

While most states acceded peacefully, some posed significant challenges: 

Outcomes and Legacy 

• By 1950, nearly all princely states had been integrated into the Indian Union, creating 

a unified and territorially coherent nation. 

• Some rulers were absorbed into the new polity as governors or deputy governors, but 

lost their previous privileges. 

• The process laid the foundation for a democratic and unified India, overcoming the 

fragmentation inherited from colonial rule. 

  

State Issue/Resistance Resolution/Action Taken 

Junagadh Muslim ruler acceded to Pakistan 

despite Hindu majority 

Public unrest, blockade, plebiscite; integrated 

into India 

Hyderabad Nizam sought independence, 

communal tensions 

"Operation Polo" (police action), state 

integrated after military intervention 

Kashmir Maharaja hesitated, faced invasion 

by Pakistan-backed forces 

Signed Instrument of Accession to India, 

granted special status 

Travancore Sought independence due to 

resources 

Persuaded after assassination attempt on 

Dewan 

Bhopal Nawab resisted, supported by 

Mountbatten 

Public pressure led to accession 
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Conducting the First Elections Post-Independence in India 

Overview 

India's first general elections were held between 25 October 1951 and 21 February 1952, 

marking the world's largest democratic exercise at the time and the first such event after India 

gained independence in 1947. These elections were crucial in establishing India's 

commitment to democracy and universal adult suffrage. 

Key Steps and Framework 

Constitutional and Legal Foundation 
• The elections were conducted under the Constitution of India, adopted on 26 

November 1949. 

• The Election Commission of India was established in 1949, with Sukumar Sen 

appointed as the first Chief Election Commissioner in March 1950. 

• The Representation of the People Act, 1950 and 1951, provided the legal framework, 

detailing voter qualifications, electoral rolls, procedures, and the reservation of seats 

for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

Universal Adult Franchise 
• Every citizen aged 21 or older was eligible to vote, regardless of literacy, gender, or 

wealth. 

• This enfranchised over 173 million people out of a population of about 360 million, 

making it a massive logistical challenge, especially since 85% of eligible voters were 

illiterate. 

Electoral Logistics 
• 401 constituencies were created, electing 489 Lok Sabha members. 

• There were 314 single-member constituencies, 86 double-member constituencies (to 

ensure representation for Scheduled Castes and Tribes), and one three-member 

constituency. 

• Over 224,000 polling booths were set up, with nearly a million officials involved in 

the process. 

https://courses.upscprep.com/products/
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• More than 2 million steel ballot boxes were used, and indelible ink was introduced to 

prevent double voting. 

• Symbols were assigned to political parties and candidates to help illiterate voters 

identify their choices. 

Challenges 
• Voter Registration: Identifying, naming, and registering millions of voters across a 

vast and diverse nation was a monumental task. 

• Illiteracy: With most voters unable to read or write, symbols and simplified ballots 

were essential. 

• Geographical Diversity: Elections were held in phases to account for weather and 

accessibility, from the Himalayan tehsils to the southern states. 

• Logistics: Transporting ballot boxes and setting up polling stations in remote areas 

required significant planning and manpower. 

Results and Impact 
• The Indian National Congress won a majority, securing 364 of 489 Lok Sabha seats. 

• Voter turnout was 45.7%, a significant achievement given the context. 

• The elections were hailed as a "monumental success" and a "biggest experiment in 

democracy in human history" by Chief Election Commissioner Sen. 

• The process set a precedent for future elections and established India as a functioning, 

inclusive democracy. 

Summary Table: Key Facts 

Aspect Details 

Election Dates 25 October 1951 – 21 February 1952 

Eligible Voters 173 million 

Total Population 360 million 

Lok Sabha Seats 489 

https://courses.upscprep.com/products/
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Polling Booths 224,000+ 

Ballot Boxes 2 million+ 

Voter Turnout 45.7% 

Main Legal Acts Representation of the People Act, 1950 & 1951 

Chief Election Commissioner Sukumar Sen 

Winning Party Indian National Congress 
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Tribal Integration in Post-Independence India 

Overview 

After independence, India faced the complex challenge of integrating its diverse tribal 
communities into the national framework while preserving their unique cultural identities. 
The government adopted a dual approach: promoting socio-economic development and 
safeguarding tribal autonomy and heritage. 

Key Policies and Approaches 

Nehruvian Vision and Panchsheel Principles 
 
Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first Prime Minister, shaped the tribal integration policy. He 
emphasized that tribals should be inspired with confidence, made to feel an honored part of 
India, and allowed to develop according to their own genius. Nehru's "Tribal Panchsheel" 
outlined principles such as respect for tribal culture, minimal external imposition, self-
governance, and human-centric development. 

Constitutional Safeguards 
o Fifth and Sixth Schedules: 

▪ The Fifth Schedule provides for the administration and control of 
Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes in states other than Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram. 

▪ The Sixth Schedule, specific to the Northeast, grants a high degree of 
autonomy to tribal areas through autonomous district and regional 
councils, allowing tribals to manage their own affairs within the 
framework of the Indian Constitution. 

o Article 46: Directs the state to promote the educational and economic interests 
of Scheduled Tribes and protect them from social injustice and exploitation. 

o Reservation: Seats reserved for tribals in legislatures and government jobs, 
and the establishment of Tribal Advisory Councils in states with significant 
tribal populations. 

Developmental Measures 
o Substantial funds allocated in Five-Year Plans for tribal welfare. 

o Promotion of cottage and village industries to increase employment. 

o Focus on education, health, sanitation, and women's upliftment in tribal areas. 

https://courses.upscprep.com/products/
https://courses.upscprep.com/products/


 

 UPSCprep.com 15 

o Recent initiatives include the Pradhan Mantri PVTG Development Mission, 
Eklavya Model Residential Schools, and the Forest Rights Act, 2006, which 
affirms tribal rights over land and forest resources. 

Protection of Tribal Land and Culture 
o Laws to protect tribal land from alienation and to prevent exploitation by 

outsiders. 

o Emphasis on preserving tribal languages, customs, and traditional governance 
structures. 

Regional Approaches and Challenges 
• Northeast India 

Integration was particularly challenging due to geographic isolation, lack of prior 
political contact, and influence from external actors such as Christian missionaries. 
The government responded by granting autonomy (e.g., creation of Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Mizoram as separate states) and negotiating with local leaders to address 
secessionist demands. 

• Other Regions 
While the integration model was successful in places like Arunachal Pradesh, 
elsewhere challenges persisted due to inadequate implementation, continued 
exploitation, and conflicts over land and resources. 

Outcomes and Continuing Challenges 

• Tribal integration policies have resulted in increased political representation, 
economic empowerment, and educational upliftment for many communities. 

• However, issues remain, such as: 

o Effective implementation of safeguards. 

o Balancing development with the preservation of tribal culture. 

o Addressing land alienation and resource conflicts 
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Creation of New States in Post-Independence India 

After independence in 1947, India underwent several phases of state reorganization, primarily 
to address linguistic, cultural, and administrative demands. The process has been marked by 
both large-scale reorganizations and the gradual creation of new states and union territories. 

Initial Structure (1947–1956) 

• At independence, India comprised provinces inherited from the British and princely 
states integrated into the Union. 

• By 1951, states were classified as Part A (former provinces), Part B (princely states), 
Part C (chief commissioner’s provinces), and Part D (Andaman and Nicobar Islands). 

The States Reorganisation Act, 1956 

The most significant reform came with the States Reorganisation Act, 1956, following the 
recommendations of the States Reorganisation Commission (SRC), which was set up in 1953 
due to widespread demands for linguistic states. The Act reorganized state boundaries, 
mainly along linguistic lines, and came into effect on 1 November 1956. 

Key Outcomes of the 1956 Act: 
• Andhra Pradesh was formed by merging Andhra State (created in 1953 for Telugu 

speakers) with Telugu-speaking areas of Hyderabad State. 

• Kerala was created by merging Travancore-Cochin with Malabar district and 
Kasaragod taluk. 

• Mysore State (later Karnataka) was enlarged with Kannada-speaking regions from 
surrounding states. 

• Bombay State was expanded with Marathi-speaking areas but remained bilingual. 

• Punjab, Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh were reorganized by merging or transferring 
territories for linguistic and administrative coherence. 

• Several union territories were created, such as Lakshadweep (then called Laccadive, 
Minicoy, and Amindivi Islands). 

Subsequent Creation of New States and Union Territories 

1960: Maharashtra and Gujarat 
• The bilingual Bombay State was divided into Maharashtra (Marathi-speaking) and 

Gujarat (Gujarati-speaking) following popular movements like the Samyukta 
Maharashtra and Mahagujarat movements. 

1966: Punjab, Haryana, and Himachal Pradesh 
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• The Punjab Reorganisation Act, 1966, created Haryana (Hindi-speaking), Punjab 
(Punjabi-speaking), and transferred the hilly regions to Himachal Pradesh. 
Chandigarh became a union territory. 

1971–1987: Northeastern States and Goa 
• Nagaland (1963), Meghalaya (1972), Manipur and Tripura (1972), Sikkim (1975, as a 

state), Mizoram (1987), Arunachal Pradesh (1987), and Goa (1987) were created in 
response to ethnic, linguistic, and administrative demands. 

2000: Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, and Jharkhand 
• Chhattisgarh was carved out of Madhya Pradesh, Uttarakhand (then Uttaranchal) from 

Uttar Pradesh, and Jharkhand from Bihar to address tribal and regional aspirations. 

Recent Changes 
• In 2014, Telangana was created from Andhra Pradesh after a prolonged movement for 

statehood. 

• Union territories have also been reorganized, such as the merger of Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli with Daman and Diu in 2020. 

Summary Table: Major State Creations Post-Independence 

Year State(s) Created Basis/Reason 

1953 Andhra State Linguistic (Telugu) 

1956 Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Mysore, etc. Linguistic (SRC recommendations) 

1960 Maharashtra, Gujarat Linguistic (Marathi/Gujarati) 

1966 Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh Linguistic/Administrative 

1972–
87 

Meghalaya, Manipur, Tripura, 
Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Goa 

Ethnic/Administrative 

2000 Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand Regional/Tribal 

2014 Telangana Regional/Linguistic 
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National Language Issue in Post-Independence India 

Background and Context 

At independence in 1947, India was a highly multilingual country, with at least eleven major 
languages spoken by millions of people. The colonial administration had used English as the 
official language, but post-independence, there was a strong push to adopt an indigenous 
language for official purposes. The key debate centered on whether Hindi should be made the 
national or official language, and if so, how to accommodate the linguistic diversity of the 
country. 

The Constituent Assembly Debates 

• The Constituent Assembly was deeply divided on the language issue. 

• Proponents of Hindi wanted it to be declared the national language, arguing it would 
foster unity and national identity. 

• Opponents, especially from non-Hindi-speaking regions like South India and Bengal, 
feared the imposition of Hindi would marginalize their languages and cultures. 

• Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and others argued that having more than one official language 
could be divisive, but there was also recognition that imposing a single language 
could threaten national unity. 

Compromises and Constitutional Provisions 

• The Munshi-Ayyangar formula was adopted as a compromise: Hindi in the 
Devanagari script would be the official language, but English would continue as an 
associate official language for 15 years (until 1965), with the possibility of extension 
by Parliament. 

• Provinces were allowed to use their own regional languages for official purposes, and 
these were recognized in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. 

• Article 343 of the Constitution formalized this arrangement, but the transition from 
English to Hindi was left flexible. 

Resistance and Agitations 

• The prospect of Hindi becoming the sole official language in 1965 led to widespread 
alarm and protests, especially in Tamil Nadu and other non-Hindi-speaking states. 

• Violent demonstrations erupted in late 1964 and early 1965, particularly in South 
India, with political parties like the DMK leading the agitation against "Hindi 
imperialism". 

• Slogans such as "Hindi never, English ever" became popular among protestors. 
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Legislative Responses 

• The Official Languages Act, 1963 clarified that both Hindi and English would 
continue to be used for official purposes even after 1965. 

• The Official Languages (Amendment) Act, 1967 further entrenched bilingualism at 
the central level, ensuring English would not be phased out until all non-Hindi-
speaking states agreed. 

• These acts recognized the need for linguistic inclusivity and sought to balance 
national integration with regional autonomy. 

Ongoing Impact 

• The language issue has remained sensitive and unresolved in a permanent sense; 
periodic controversies still arise over the status of Hindi and other Indian languages. 

• India does not have a "national language"—Hindi and English are official languages 
at the Union level, and states have the right to choose their own official languages. 

• The compromise has allowed India to manage its linguistic diversity while avoiding 
large-scale linguistic conflicts, but debates over language policy continue to reflect 
the country’s pluralism and regional identities. 
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Nehru's Foreign Policy in Post-Independence India 

Jawaharlal Nehru, as both Prime Minister and Foreign Minister from 1947 to 1964, was the 
chief architect of India’s foreign policy in the crucial years following independence. His 
approach blended idealism and pragmatism, aiming to secure India’s sovereignty while 
promoting global peace, decolonization, and solidarity among developing nations. Below is a 
detailed overview of the key elements, guiding principles, and major initiatives of Nehru’s 
foreign policy. 

Core Principles of Nehru’s Foreign Policy 

• Non-Alignment: Nehru championed the policy of non-alignment, refusing to join 
either the Western or Eastern blocs during the Cold War. This enabled India to 
maintain its autonomy and pursue its interests independently, without being drawn 
into superpower rivalries. 

• Panchsheel (Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence): In 1954, Nehru and China’s 
Zhou Enlai formulated the Panchsheel Agreement, which included: 

o Mutual respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty 

o Mutual non-aggression 

o Mutual non-interference in internal affairs 

o Equality and mutual benefit 

o Peaceful coexistence 

• Third World Solidarity: Nehru sought to build unity among newly independent 
nations, advocating collective action against economic underdevelopment and the 
lingering effects of colonialism. 

• Support for Decolonization: India, under Nehru, was a vocal advocate for the 
independence of Asian, African, and Latin American countries, supporting anti-
colonial movements and condemning imperialism. 

• Anti-Apartheid Stance: Nehru’s government openly opposed racial segregation in 
South Africa and called for its abolition. 

• Promotion of Disarmament: Nehru emphasized global disarmament and peace, 
supporting international efforts and establishing India’s Atomic Energy Commission 
in 1947. 

Major Diplomatic Initiatives and Relations with Neighbors 

Country Key Aspects of Nehru's Policy 
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Pakistan Relations were marked by conflict and attempts at reconciliation, 
especially over Kashmir and the legacy of Partition. 

China India recognized the People’s Republic of China and signed the 
Panchsheel Agreement, but relations soured after the 1959 Tibetan 
uprising and the 1962 Sino-Indian War. 

Nepal India signed a Treaty of Friendship in 1950, recognized Nepal’s 
sovereignty, and supported its UN membership in 1955. 

Bhutan A 1949 Treaty guaranteed Bhutan’s independence and India’s guidance on 
external affairs; India funded Bhutan’s first Five Year Plan. 

Sri Lanka Early relations were tense, but cooperation improved after 1956, including 
mutual support on international issues. 

Burma 
(Myanmar) 

India provided assistance during internal crises and signed a Treaty of 
Friendship in 1951, but relations cooled after Burma’s 1962 military coup. 

 

Significance and Legacy 

• Strategic Autonomy: Nehru’s non-alignment policy established the foundation for 
India’s strategic autonomy, allowing it to pursue independent foreign relations even 
during global crises. 

• Asian Identity: He emphasized Asia’s role in global affairs, promoting intra-Asian 
cooperation. 

• Voice for the Global South: Nehru’s advocacy for Third World solidarity positioned 
India as a leader among developing nations, a legacy that continues in India’s 
contemporary foreign policy. 

• Pursuit of Peace: His focus on diplomacy, dialogue, and disarmament shaped India’s 
image as a proponent of global peace and justice 
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India-China War (Sino-Indian War) Post-Independence: Detailed Overview 

Background and Causes 

• The Sino-Indian War of 1962, also known as the Indo-China War, was rooted in a 
long-standing border dispute between India and China, particularly over Aksai Chin 
(in Ladakh) and Arunachal Pradesh (then North-East Frontier Agency). China 
claimed Aksai Chin as part of Xinjiang and Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh as part of 
Tibet. 

• Tensions escalated after India granted asylum to the Dalai Lama following the 1959 
Tibetan uprising, which China viewed with suspicion. 

• Diplomatic negotiations, including meetings between Indian Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai, failed to resolve these disputes. 

• China’s construction of a road through Aksai Chin in the late 1950s was seen by India 
as a violation of its territorial integrity. 

Lead-up to the War 

• India adopted a 'Forward Policy,' sending troops and patrols into disputed border 
areas, sometimes beyond its own claimed boundaries, which further strained relations. 

• Despite increasing skirmishes during 1962, Indian leadership underestimated the 
likelihood of a Chinese attack and the Indian Army was ill-prepared for high-altitude 
warfare. 

• China, meanwhile, prepared militarily, moving elite divisions into Tibet and planning 
a coordinated assault. 

The War: October–November 1962 

• On October 20, 1962, China launched a large-scale invasion across both the western 
(Aksai Chin) and eastern (Arunachal Pradesh) sectors. 

• Fighting was intense and conducted at high altitudes, with neither side using air or 
naval forces. 

• Chinese forces quickly overran Indian positions, capturing the entirety of Aksai Chin 
and advancing deep into Arunachal Pradesh, including the Tawang region. 

• Indian troops, poorly equipped and outnumbered, suffered heavy casualties—around 
3,000 killed and 1,000 wounded. 

• India sought international support, but neither the US nor the USSR provided direct 
military assistance during the conflict. 

Ceasefire and Aftermath 
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• On November 21, 1962, China declared a unilateral ceasefire, having reached its 
claim lines, and announced a withdrawal 20 km behind the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC). 

• China retained control of Aksai Chin (about 38,000 sq km), which remains under 
Chinese administration, while withdrawing from most of Arunachal Pradesh. 

• The war exposed significant weaknesses in India’s military preparedness and 
leadership, leading to the resignation of Defence Minister V. K. Krishna Menon and a 
major overhaul of India’s defense policy. 

• The defeat deeply affected Indian morale and led to a rapid modernization and 
strengthening of the armed forces. 

• The conflict also shaped India’s foreign policy, pushing it closer to the Soviet Union 
for military support and arms supplies. 

Long-term Impact 

• The war left a legacy of mistrust and unresolved border issues, which continue to 
affect India-China relations today. 

• It also influenced subsequent regional conflicts, including the 1965 Indo-Pak war, and 
reinforced the need for vigilance in matters of national security. 
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Lal Bahadur Shastri Years 

Ascension to Prime Minister 

Following Nehru’s death in May 1964, Shastri was chosen as Prime Minister due to his 
reputation for honesty, humility, and his socialist leanings, which appealed to the Congress 
Party’s dominant faction. He was sworn in on 9 June 1964. 

Major Events and Policies During His Premiership 

Indian Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri inaugurating the Main Building of MNREC 
Allahabad on 18 April 1965  

Domestic Challenges 
• Food Scarcity and Agricultural Reforms: India faced severe food shortages during 

Shastri’s tenure. To address this, he promoted the Green Revolution, encouraging the 
use of high-yield seeds and modern agricultural techniques. His slogan, “Jai Jawan, 
Jai Kisan”(“Hail the Soldier, Hail the Farmer”), became a rallying cry for both 
national defense and food self-sufficiency. 

• Language Riots: The proposed imposition of Hindi as the sole official language led 
to widespread protests, especially in Madras (now Tamil Nadu). Shastri defused the 
situation by assuring that English would continue as an associate official language as 
long as non-Hindi-speaking states desired. 

• Cabinet Continuity: Shastri retained many of Nehru’s ministers, ensuring stability 
during the transition. He appointed Indira Gandhi as Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting, and Swaran Singh as External Affairs Minister. 

Foreign Policy and the 1965 Indo-Pak War 
• Indo-Pak War of 1965: Shastri’s leadership was tested during the war with Pakistan. 

He stood firm, inspiring the nation with his call for unity and sacrifice. Under his 
guidance, India’s armed forces successfully defended the country. 

• Tashkent Declaration: After the war, Shastri travelled to Tashkent (now in 
Uzbekistan) to sign a peace agreement with Pakistan’s President Ayub Khan, 
mediated by the Soviet Union. The Tashkent Declaration aimed to restore peace and 
normalize relations between the two countries. 

Economic and Social Initiatives 
• Focus on Self-Reliance: Shastri encouraged self-reliance in food production and 

called on citizens to voluntarily fast to save food during shortages. 

• Welfare and Simplicity: Known for his personal simplicity and integrity, Shastri’s 
lifestyle and policies emphasized the welfare of the poor and a corruption-free 
government. 
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Death and Legacy 

Lal Bahadur Shastri died suddenly in Tashkent on 11 January 1966, just hours after signing 
the Tashkent Declaration. His death remains a subject of 
speculation, but he is remembered as a leader of great 
humility, resolve, and vision. 

Lasting Impact 

• Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan: This slogan continues to 
symbolize India’s commitment to national 
security and agricultural progress. 

• Green Revolution: His push for agricultural 
modernization laid the groundwork for India’s 
later self-sufficiency in food grains. 

• Leadership in Crisis: Shastri’s calm and decisive leadership during war and 
domestic unrest set a standard for future leaders. 

Tashkent Declaration: Brief Overview in Post-Independence India 

Background 
 
The Tashkent Declaration was a peace agreement signed on January 10, 1966, between India 
and Pakistan, following the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965. The conflict had mainly erupted 
over territorial disputes in Kashmir, and the declaration aimed to restore peace and normalize 
relations between the two countries. 

Key Provisions 
• Both countries agreed to withdraw their armed forces to positions held before August 

5, 1965, effectively restoring the status quo ante bellum. 

• There was a mutual commitment not to interfere in each other's internal affairs and to 
discourage hostile propaganda. 

• Both sides agreed to the orderly repatriation of prisoners of war and the return of 
captured territories. 

• Restoration of diplomatic, economic, and trade relations to pre-war conditions was 
emphasized. 

• The declaration called for a peaceful settlement of disputes, including the Kashmir 
issue, through negotiations and diplomatic channels, without recourse to force. 

• Both countries pledged to maintain the ceasefire and to continue discussions on issues 
like refugees and property taken during the conflict. 
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Significance and Outcome 
• The Tashkent Declaration marked a major diplomatic effort to stabilize the 

subcontinent after the 1965 war, restoring diplomatic and economic ties and 
facilitating the return of prisoners and territories. 

• However, it did not resolve the core issue of Kashmir, and tensions between India and 
Pakistan persisted, leading to future conflicts. 

• In India, the declaration was criticized for not securing a no-war pact or compelling 
Pakistan to renounce support for insurgency in Kashmir. 

• Tragically, Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri died in Tashkent shortly after signing 
the agreement, adding a somber note to the event. 
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Indira Gandhi as Prime Minister (1967–1977): A Detailed Overview 

Indira Gandhi’s tenure as Prime Minister from 1967 to 1977 marked a transformative and 
controversial decade in post-independence India, characterized by political consolidation, 
social reforms, foreign policy assertiveness, and the 
imposition of Emergency rule. 

Rise to Power and Early Challenges (1966–
1969) 

Indira Gandhi became Prime Minister in January 
1966 after the sudden death of Lal Bahadur Shastri. 
Initially seen as a compromise candidate and 
underestimated by senior Congress leaders—
famously derided as a “Goongi Goodiya” (dumb 
doll)—she quickly asserted her authority.Her first 
national election victory came in 1967, but the 
Congress Party’s majority was reduced, forcing her 
to accept Morarji Desai as Deputy Prime Minister 
and Finance Minister. 

During these years, she faced internal dissent within the Congress, leading to a split in 1969. 
Gandhi and her supporters formed the “New” Congress Party, which soon became the 
dominant faction. 

Policy Initiatives and Centralization of Power 

Indira Gandhi’s leadership was marked by a strong centralization of power in the Prime 
Minister’s Office. She held multiple key portfolios herself, including Atomic Energy, 
External Affairs, Home Affairs, and Defence at various times. Her approach differed from 
her father, Jawaharlal Nehru, as she systematically removed strong regional Congress leaders 
and replaced them with loyalists, consolidating her control over the party and government. 

Major Domestic Policies 

• Green Revolution: Gandhi’s government promoted the Green Revolution, which 
transformed India from a food-deficient nation to one largely self-sufficient in grain 
production. 

• Bank Nationalization: In 1969, she nationalized 14 major banks, a move aimed at 
increasing credit availability to rural and priority sectors. 

• Abolition of Privy Purses: She abolished the privileges and payments to former 
princely states, furthering her populist appeal. 

Foreign Policy and Military Actions 
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• 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War: Gandhi’s most significant foreign policy 
achievement was India’s intervention in the Bangladesh Liberation War. India’s 
decisive victory over Pakistan led to the creation of Bangladesh and established India 
as the preeminent regional power in South Asia. 

• Closer Ties with the Soviet Union: In response to shifting global alliances, Gandhi 
signed a Treaty of Peace, Friendship, and Cooperation with the Soviet Union in 1971, 
securing diplomatic and military support during the Bangladesh crisis. 

• Nuclear Program: Under her leadership, India conducted its first successful nuclear 
test in 1974 at Pokhran, making India a nuclear-capable nation. 

The Emergency (1975–1977) 

The most controversial period of Gandhi’s rule began in June 1975. After the Allahabad High 
Court found her guilty of electoral malpractice, she declared a State of Emergency, citing 
threats to national security and public order. During the Emergency: 

• Civil liberties were suspended. 

• Opposition leaders were arrested. 

• Press censorship was imposed. 

• Elections were postponed, and President’s Rule was imposed in opposition-ruled 
states. 

Gandhi ruled by decree, further centralizing power and stifling dissent. The Emergency 
remains one of the most debated chapters in Indian democracy, criticized for authoritarian 
excesses and human rights violations. 

Political Downfall and Legacy 

By 1977, mounting public discontent and opposition unity forced Gandhi to call elections. 
The Congress Party suffered a historic defeat, ending her uninterrupted 11-year rule. Despite 
the controversies, Gandhi’s tenure left a lasting impact on India’s political landscape, 
economic policies, and international standing. 

Summary Table: Key Events and Policies (1967–1977) 

Year Event/Policy Impact/Significance 

1967 First election as PM, reduced 
majority 

Rise of regional parties, internal dissent 

1969 Congress split, bank nationalization Centralization, economic reform 

1971 Bangladesh War, Treaty with USSR Regional dominance, new foreign policy 
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1974 Pokhran nuclear test India becomes nuclear-capable 

1975–77 Emergency declared Suspension of democracy, authoritarianism 

1977 Electoral defeat End of first tenure 

 

Bangladesh Liberation war 

Background and War (1971) 
 
The Bangladesh Liberation War, also known as the Bangladesh War of Independence, took 
place from 26 March to 16 December 1971. The conflict began when the Pakistani military 
launched Operation Searchlight to suppress Bengali demands for autonomy in East Pakistan 
(now Bangladesh), leading to widespread atrocities and a humanitarian crisis. The Mukti 
Bahini, a Bengali guerrilla resistance force, fought against the Pakistani Army, with India 
providing increasing support as millions of refugees poured into Indian states like West 
Bengal and Assam. 

On 3 December 1971, Pakistan launched preemptive air strikes on India, prompting India to 
officially enter the war. Indian armed forces, in alliance with the Mukti Bahini, achieved 
rapid victories on the eastern front. On 16 December 1971, Pakistani forces in East Pakistan 
surrendered in Dhaka, resulting in the creation of the independent nation of Bangladesh. 

India’s Role and Immediate Aftermath 
 
India played a critical role in the liberation of Bangladesh by providing military, diplomatic, 
and humanitarian support. The Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force coordinated with the Mukti 
Bahini in military operations, including a naval blockade and strategic airdrops, which led to 
the swift defeat of Pakistani forces in the east. India formally recognized Bangladesh as an 
independent nation on 6 December 1971. 

The war resulted in the surrender of over 90,000 Pakistani troops, the largest such surrender 
since World War II. India treated prisoners of war according to the Geneva Conventions. The 
conflict also led to significant loss of life, with estimates of civilian and military deaths 
ranging from 500,000 to over 3 million, and widespread atrocities committed by the Pakistani 
military. 

Post-Independence Relations and Impact 
 
After the war, India’s stature in South Asia rose significantly. The successful intervention 
established India as a regional power and led to improved relations with Bangladesh, though 
issues such as refugee repatriation and border management required ongoing 
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cooperation. The war also altered the geopolitical landscape of the subcontinent, weakening 
Pakistan and strengthening India’s influence. 

Bangladesh sought and eventually gained international recognition, including admission to 
the United Nations, with India playing a supportive diplomatic role. The events of 1971 
remain a key chapter in India’s post-independence history, shaping its foreign policy and 
regional security outlook. 

Simla Agreement: Brief Overview 

The Simla Agreement (also spelled Shimla Agreement) was a landmark peace treaty signed 
between India and Pakistan on July 2, 1972, in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, following the 
Indo-Pakistani War of 1971. The war had resulted in Pakistan's defeat, the creation of 
Bangladesh, and significant territorial and military consequences for Pakistan. 

Key Objectives and Context 
• The agreement aimed to normalize relations between India and Pakistan, establish a 

framework for peaceful dispute resolution, and prevent future armed conflicts. 

• India sought a bilateral resolution to the Kashmir issue, discouraging international or 
third-party intervention, and hoped to stabilize the region without humiliating 
Pakistan in defeat. 

• The treaty also paved the way for Pakistan's eventual diplomatic recognition of 
Bangladesh. 

Major Provisions 
• Bilateral Dispute Resolution: Both nations pledged to resolve all disputes, including 

Kashmir, through peaceful means and bilateral negotiations, explicitly excluding 
third-party mediation such as the United Nations. 

• Respect for Sovereignty: The agreement emphasized mutual respect for each other's 
territorial integrity, political independence, and non-interference in internal affairs. 

• Redefinition of Borders: The ceasefire line in Jammu and Kashmir, as of December 
17, 1971, was redesignated as the Line of Control (LoC). Both countries agreed not to 
unilaterally alter the LoC. 

• Normalization of Relations: Steps were outlined to restore diplomatic, economic, 
and cultural ties, including the resumption of communications, travel, and trade links. 

• Release of Prisoners: India agreed to release over 93,000 Pakistani prisoners of war, 
making it one of the largest post-war prisoner releases in history. 

• Return of Territory: India returned more than 13,000 km² of territory captured 
during the war, while retaining some strategic areas in the Chorbat Valley. 
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Significance and Legacy 
• The Simla Agreement became a cornerstone for managing India-Pakistan relations 

post-independence, especially regarding the Kashmir dispute. 

• India has consistently invoked the Simla framework to reject international mediation 
on Kashmir, emphasizing the principle of bilateralism. 

• Despite its intentions, the agreement did not prevent future conflicts, such as the 
Kargil War in 1999, but it established diplomatic protocols that shaped Indo-Pak 
relations for decades. 

Recent Developments 
• In April 2025, amid renewed tensions, Pakistan suspended the Simla Agreement after 

India suspended the Indus Waters Treaty, reflecting the fragile nature of bilateral ties 
even decades after the agreement. 
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Green Revolution in Post-Independence India 

After gaining independence, India faced severe food shortages, frequent famines, and low 
agricultural productivity, particularly in the 1960s following two consecutive droughts. To 
address these challenges and ensure food security for its rapidly growing population, the 
government launched the Green Revolution in the mid-1960s, with major initiatives starting 
in 1966-67. 

Key Features 

• Introduction of High-Yielding Varieties (HYV): New genetically improved seeds, 
especially for wheat and rice, were introduced, significantly increasing crop yields. 

• Expansion of Irrigation: Large-scale irrigation projects, such as the Bhakra-Nangal 
Dam, enabled double-cropping and reduced dependence on monsoon rains. 

• Use of Chemical Fertilizers and Pesticides: Modern inputs like fertilizers and 
pesticides were widely adopted to boost productivity. 

• Farm Mechanization: Tractors, harvesters, and tube wells became common, 
improving efficiency and reducing manual labor. 

• Institutional Support: The government provided minimum support prices (MSP), 
institutional credit, and subsidies to encourage adoption of new technologies. 

Major Impacts 

• Food Self-Sufficiency: India’s food grain production soared—from 12 million tonnes 
of wheat in 1965 to 110 million tonnes in 2023, and rice from 35 million tonnes in 
1960 to 138 million tonnes. This ended chronic food shortages and reduced 
dependence on imports. 

• Economic and Social Change: Farmers, especially in Punjab, Haryana, and western 
Uttar Pradesh, saw increased incomes and prosperity, and rural employment 
opportunities expanded through the growth of agro-industries and related sectors. 

• Export Capability: By the 1980s, India transitioned from a food-deficit nation to a 
surplus country, able to export food grains. 

• Industrial Growth: Demand for agricultural machinery, fertilizers, and other inputs 
stimulated related industries. 

Limitations and Criticisms 

• Regional Disparities: The benefits were concentrated in irrigated regions like Punjab 
and Haryana, while rain-fed and eastern states lagged behind. 
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• Environmental Concerns: Overuse of water, fertilizers, and pesticides led to 
groundwater depletion, soil degradation, and loss of biodiversity due to monoculture 
practices. 

• Small Farmer Challenges: Rising costs of inputs and mechanization made it hard for 
small farmers to compete, sometimes leading to debt and distress. 

• Social Inequality: Larger farmers benefited more, widening the gap between rich and 
poor in rural areas. 
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The Janata Party Years (1977–1980) 

The Janata Party era (1977–1980) marks a pivotal chapter in post-independence Indian 
history, representing the first time a non-Congress government held power at the national 
level. 

Background: The Emergency and the Birth of the Janata Party 

• The Janata Party emerged from the widespread opposition to the Emergency (1975–
77) imposed by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, during which civil liberties were 
curtailed, press censorship was enforced, and opposition leaders were jailed. 

• In January 1977, with elections announced and political prisoners released, leaders 
from various opposition parties—including the Congress (O), Bharatiya Lok Dal, Jan 
Sangh, and Socialist Party—merged to form the Janata Party, unified by a common 
goal to restore democracy. 

1977 General Election and Historic Victory 

• The Janata Party campaigned on restoring civil liberties and reversing the excesses of 
the Emergency, such as forced sterilizations and suppression of dissent. 

• The 1977 election saw a record turnout and resulted in a landslide victory for the 
Janata Party and its allies, who won 330 out of 542 seats, while the Congress was 
reduced to 154 seats. 

• The Congress suffered a near-total wipeout in North India, with Indira Gandhi herself 
losing her seat in Rae Bareli to Raj Narain. 

Formation and Leadership of the Government 

• Morarji Desai became the first non-Congress Prime Minister of independent India, 
heading a coalition that included diverse ideological elements, from socialists to right-
wingers. 

• The government included prominent leaders like Charan Singh, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
and George Fernandes. 

Achievements and Reforms 

• The Janata government reversed many Emergency-era decrees and initiated 
investigations into abuses committed during that period. 

• Efforts were made to decentralize power, strengthen democratic institutions, and 
introduce economic reforms aimed at greater transparency and accountability. 

• Atal Bihari Vajpayee, as External Affairs Minister, played a significant role in 
shaping foreign policy. 

Challenges and Internal Conflicts 
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• The Janata Party was a coalition of parties with conflicting ideologies, which led to 
persistent internal strife and factionalism. 

• A major point of contention was the “dual membership” issue: whether former Jan 
Sangh members could retain ties with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) while 
being in the Janata Party. 

• These ideological rifts led to increased communal tensions in some regions and 
weakened the government’s effectiveness. 

Collapse and Aftermath 

• In July 1979, Morarji Desai resigned following loss of majority support, and Charan 
Singh briefly became Prime Minister but failed to secure a parliamentary majority. 

• The Janata government’s inability to provide stable governance led to disillusionment, 
paving the way for Indira Gandhi’s return in the 1980 elections, where the Janata 
Party was reduced to just 31 seats. 

• The split over the RSS led former Jan Sangh members to leave and form the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in April 1980. 

Legacy 

• The Janata Party years were crucial for the restoration and strengthening of 
democratic processes in India post-Emergency. 

• Despite its short tenure and internal failures, the period set important precedents for 
coalition politics and the assertion of parliamentary democracy over authoritarian 
tendencies. 
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Indira Gandhi’s Leadership (1980–1984) in Post-Independence India 

Return to Power and Political Context 

Indira Gandhi returned as Prime Minister of India in January 1980 after the collapse of the 
Janata Party government, which had been plagued by internal divisions and leadership 
struggles.Her comeback marked the restoration of Congress dominance in Indian politics 
after a brief period of opposition rule following the Emergency (1975–77). 

Major Events and Policies (1980–1984) 

Economic and Industrial Initiatives 
o Gandhi continued her quasi-socialist economic policies, emphasizing state-led 

industrial development. 

o After her son Sanjay Gandhi’s death in 1980, she nationalized his company, 
Maruti Udyog, and initiated a joint venture with Suzuki of Japan, leading to 
the launch of India’s first indigenously manufactured car in 1984. 

o The early 1980s saw moderate economic growth and the furthering of the 
Green Revolution, which improved agricultural productivity. 

Political Centralization and Governance 
o Gandhi’s tenure was marked by efforts to centralize power, with discussions 

within her party about shifting India toward a presidential system. Although 
she considered resigning as Prime Minister to become President in 1982, she 
ultimately decided against it, appointing Zail Singh as President instead. 

o Her leadership style was often described as authoritarian, with a strong focus 
on maintaining control over the party and government. 

Internal Security and Separatism 
o The early 1980s were turbulent, with rising separatist movements in several 

states. The most serious challenge came from Sikh militants in Punjab, who 
demanded greater autonomy and, in some cases, a separate nation. 

o In 1982, Sikh militants led by Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale occupied the 
Golden Temple in Amritsar. The standoff escalated, and in June 1984, Gandhi 
ordered Operation Blue Star, a military operation to flush out the militants. 
The operation resulted in heavy casualties, significant damage to the holy site, 
and deep resentment among Sikhs. 

Assassination and Aftermath 

On October 31, 1984, Indira Gandhi was assassinated by two of her Sikh bodyguards in 
retaliation for Operation Blue Star. Her death triggered widespread anti-Sikh riots and 
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marked a turning point in Indian politics, with her son Rajiv Gandhi succeeding her as Prime 
Minister. 

Legacy 

• Gandhi is remembered as one of the most powerful women in world politics during 
her time, credited with strengthening India’s position in international affairs, 
especially vis-à-vis China and Pakistan, and for her anti-poverty campaigns. 

• Her tenure is also criticized for authoritarian tendencies, especially during the 
Emergency, and for policies that sometimes deepened communal and regional 
divides. 

• The period from 1980 to 1984 is seen as a time of both economic progress and 
significant political strife, with her leadership style and decisions continuing to 
influence Indian politics and governance 
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Rajiv Gandhi’s Tenure (1984–1989): An Overview 

Rajiv Gandhi served as the Prime Minister of India from 1984 to 1989, a pivotal period in 
post-independence Indian history marked by both optimism for modernization and significant 
political challenges. 

Background and Rise to Power 

• Rajiv Gandhi became Prime Minister on October 31, 1984, immediately after the 
assassination of his mother, Indira Gandhi, by her Sikh bodyguards following 
Operation Blue Star. 

• At 40, he was the youngest Prime Minister in India’s history, representing a new 
generation of leadership. 

Major Events and Policies 

Anti-Sikh Riots and Political Mandate 
• His early days in office were overshadowed by the 1984 anti-Sikh riots, where 

organized violence erupted against Sikhs in Delhi and elsewhere. 

• In December 1984, the Congress party, under his leadership, won a historic landslide 
victory in the Lok Sabha elections, securing 414 out of 541 seats, giving him a strong 
mandate. 

Economic and Technological Reforms 
• Rajiv Gandhi initiated significant reforms to modernize India’s economy and 

bureaucracy, focusing on reducing red tape and promoting efficiency. 

• He is credited with laying the foundation for India’s telecommunications and 
information technology revolution, encouraging computerization and the spread of 
electronic communication. 

• Efforts were made to liberalize the economy, although these were limited compared to 
the sweeping reforms of the 1990s. 

Regional Peace Accords and Statehood Initiatives 
• Punjab: Rajiv Gandhi sought to resolve the Punjab crisis by signing the Rajiv-

Longowal Accord in 1985 with Akali Dal leader H.S. Longowal, aiming for peace 
and greater autonomy. However, violence persisted, and President’s rule was imposed 
in 1987. 

• Northeast: He addressed insurgency and unrest by signing the Assam Accord (1985), 
which sought to address illegal immigration, and by granting statehood to Mizoram 
and Arunachal Pradesh in 1987, previously union territories. 
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• Operation Black Thunder (1988): A decisive operation to clear militants from the 
Golden Temple, restoring some order in Punjab. 

Foreign Policy and Military Interventions 
• Rajiv Gandhi sent the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) to Sri Lanka in 1987 under 

the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, aiming to disarm Tamil militants (LTTE). This 
intervention became controversial as it led to direct conflict with the LTTE and 
ultimately contributed to his assassination in 1991. 

Scandals and Political Challenges 
• His government was marred by major controversies: 

o Bhopal Gas Tragedy (1984): The world’s worst industrial disaster occurred 
soon after he took office, raising questions about government accountability. 

o Bofors Scandal: Allegations of kickbacks in a defense deal severely damaged 
his and the Congress party’s reputation. 

o Shah Bano Case: His government’s decision to overturn a Supreme Court 
judgment on Muslim women’s rights led to criticism from both secular and 
conservative groups. 

Decline and Defeat 
• By 1989, a series of scandals and growing opposition eroded Congress’s popularity. 

The party lost the general elections, and Rajiv Gandhi resigned as Prime Minister, 
though he remained Congress president until his assassination in 1991. 

Legacy 

• Rajiv Gandhi is remembered for his push toward modernization, especially in 
technology and communication, and for attempting to address regional conflicts 
through negotiation and accords. 

• His tenure is also noted for its controversies and the beginning of coalition politics in 
India after the Congress’s defeat in 1989 
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India (1989–1991): Political and Economic Transformations 

The period from 1989 to 1991 in post-independence India was marked by significant political 
upheaval and the beginning of a major economic transformation. 

Political Developments 

• The 1989 general elections marked the end of the Congress Party's uninterrupted rule 
since independence. Although Congress (Indira), led by Rajiv Gandhi, remained the 
largest single party, it lost its majority in the Lok Sabha. 

• V.P. Singh, leader of the Janata Dal and the National Front coalition, became Prime 
Minister with outside support from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Communist 
parties. 

• V.P. Singh’s government implemented the Mandal Commission report, increasing 
reservations for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in government jobs and education, 
sparking widespread protests and reshaping Indian politics around caste identities. 

• The government fell in November 1990 after BJP withdrew support following the 
arrest of L.K. Advani during his Ram Rath Yatra, which aimed to mobilize support 
for building a temple at the disputed Babri Masjid site in Ayodhya. 

• Chandra Shekhar, having split from Janata Dal, formed a minority government with 
outside support from Congress (Indira). This government was short-lived and 
collapsed in June 1991 when Congress withdrew its support, alleging surveillance on 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

Key Social and Regional Issues 

• The late 1980s and early 1990s saw the intensification of insurgency in Jammu and 
Kashmir, following allegations of rigged 1987 elections. This led to violence and the 
mass exodus of Kashmiri Pandits, resulting in their ethnic cleansing from the region. 

• Communal and caste-based politics became more pronounced, with the rise of 
regional parties and identity-based mobilizations. 

Economic Crisis and Reforms 

• By 1990, India faced a severe balance of payments crisis, with dwindling foreign 
exchange reserves and mounting fiscal deficits. 

• The crisis compelled the government to seek loans from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and commit to comprehensive economic reforms. 

• In June 1991, following the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi and the general elections, 
P.V. Narasimha Rao became Prime Minister. His government, with Manmohan Singh 
as Finance Minister, initiated sweeping economic liberalization: dismantling import 
controls, reducing tariffs, devaluing the rupee, and opening up to foreign investment. 
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• These reforms marked a turning point, leading to higher economic growth, improved 
balance of payments, and the emergence of the services sector as a key driver of the 
economy in the subsequent decade. 

Summary Table: Key Events (1989–1991) 

Year Political Event Economic/Social Event 

1989 Janata Dal–led National Front forms 
government 

Mandal Commission report implemented 

1990 V.P. Singh government falls; Chandra 
Shekhar becomes PM 

Intensification of Kashmir insurgency 

1991 Chandra Shekhar resigns; Rajiv 
Gandhi assassinated 

Economic crisis; start of liberalization 
under Rao-Manmohan Singh 
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P. V. Narasimha Rao Years (1991–96): A Detailed Overview 

P. V. Narasimha Rao’s tenure as India’s Prime Minister (1991–1996) marked a 
transformative era in the country’s post-independence history, especially in the realms of 
economic policy, national security, and political dynamics. 

Background and Rise to Power 

• Rao became Prime Minister after the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi in 1991. The 
Congress (I) Party, despite not winning a majority, formed a minority government 
under his leadership. 

• He was the first Prime Minister from South India and the first outside the Nehru-
Gandhi family to complete a full five-year term. 

Economic Reforms: The Liberalization Era 

Crisis and Response 
• India faced a severe economic crisis in 1991, with dwindling foreign reserves and 

looming bankruptcy. 

• Rao, with Finance Minister Manmohan Singh, initiated sweeping economic reforms 
that dismantled the “License Raj” (a system of elaborate licenses, regulations, and red 
tape). 

• Key reforms included: 

o Opening the economy to foreign investment and trade. 

o Deregulating domestic businesses and reforming capital markets. 

o Privatizing state-run industries and reducing government subsidies. 

• These reforms shifted India from a quasi-socialist structure toward a market-oriented 
economy, laying the foundation for rapid economic growth in the following decades. 

Political and Social Landscape 

Rise of Hindu Nationalism 
• Rao’s term saw the rise of Hindu fundamentalism and the Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP) as a significant force in national politics. 

• A pivotal event was the demolition of the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya by Hindu 
nationalists in 1992, which led to widespread communal riots and violence between 
Hindus and Muslims. 

• The government’s handling of this crisis drew criticism and highlighted deepening 
religious and social divisions. 
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Corruption and Decline of Congress 
• The Congress Party was plagued by corruption scandals during Rao’s tenure, 

contributing to its declining popularity. 

• The party lost control of several major state governments to opposition parties by 
1995. 

• In the 1996 general elections, Congress suffered a historic defeat, and Rao stepped 
down as Prime Minister and party leader. 

National Security and Foreign Policy 

Security Initiatives 
• Rao energized India’s nuclear and ballistic missile programs, setting the stage for later 

nuclear tests in 1998. 

• He increased military spending and directed efforts to combat terrorism and 
insurgencies, notably bringing an end to Khalistani terrorism in Punjab. 

• His administration effectively managed several high-profile hostage crises and 
hijackings without conceding to terrorist demands. 

Diplomatic Engagements 
• Rao made significant diplomatic overtures to Western Europe, the United States, and 

China, enhancing India’s global standing. 

• He appointed opposition leaders to key international roles, demonstrating a pragmatic 
approach to foreign policy. 

Legacy 

• Rao is widely credited as the “Father of Indian Economic Reforms” for his bold 
policies that transformed India’s economic landscape. 

• His leadership during a period of crisis left a lasting impact on India’s development 
trajectory and global integration. 

• Despite his achievements, his tenure was marred by communal violence and political 
scandals, shaping the complex legacy he left behind 
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India (1996–1999) 

The period from 1996 to 1999 in post-independence India was marked by significant political 
instability, the rise of coalition governments, major economic reforms, and landmark events 
such as the Pokhran-II nuclear tests. This era reflected a transition in Indian politics and 
society, with the increasing influence of regional parties and the consolidation of economic 
liberalization policies. 

Political Landscape and Instability 

• The 1996 general elections resulted in a fractured mandate, with no single party 
securing a majority. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) emerged as the single largest 
party but lacked enough support to form a stable government. 

• Atal Bihari Vajpayee became Prime Minister but his government lasted only 13 days 
due to insufficient majority, leading to his resignation. 

• Following this, the United Front, a coalition of regional and left-leaning parties, 
formed the government with H. D. Deve Gowda as Prime Minister (June 1996–April 
1997). 

• Deve Gowda’s tenure focused on foreign relations (notably with China and 
Bangladesh) and internal stability, but coalition challenges persisted. 

• In April 1997, I. K. Gujral succeeded Deve Gowda as Prime Minister. Gujral is noted 
for the "Gujral Doctrine," which aimed at improving relations with neighboring 
countries based on non-interference and mutual respect. 

• The Gujral government faced internal strife, especially over corruption charges 
against Bihar’s Chief Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav and the fallout from the Jain 
Commission report on Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination. Congress withdrew its support, 
leading to the government’s collapse in November 1997. 

• Fresh elections in 1998 again produced a fractured mandate. The BJP, under 
Vajpayee, formed a coalition government known as the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA). 

• The period saw frequent changes in leadership, highlighting the complexities and 
challenges of coalition politics in India, with regional parties playing a crucial role in 
government formation and stability. 

Major Events and Developments 

• Pokhran-II Nuclear Tests (May 1998): India conducted a series of five underground 
nuclear tests at Pokhran, Rajasthan, declaring itself a nuclear weapons state. This 
move was met with international condemnation and sanctions, particularly from the 
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United States and Japan, but marked a significant assertion of India’s strategic 
autonomy. 

• Economic Reforms: The economic liberalization initiated in 1991 continued, with 
successive governments pursuing privatization, reduction of taxes, fiscal discipline, 
and encouragement of foreign investment. This period saw the rise of new economic 
centers like Bangalore and Hyderabad, growth of the IT sector, and a burgeoning 
middle class. 

• Regional and Social Dynamics: The era was characterized by the increasing 
influence of regional parties and leaders, reflecting the growing importance of state-
level politics in national governance. 

Key Themes and Challenges 

• Coalition Politics: The era saw the decline of single-party dominance and the rise of 
coalition governments, which brought both opportunities for broader representation 
and challenges in maintaining stability due to diverse interests among coalition 
partners. 

• Economic Transformation: Continued reforms led to rapid economic growth, 
increased foreign investment, and the emergence of India as a significant player in the 
global economy. However, political instability sometimes hampered the pace and 
consistency of these reforms. 

• Nuclear Policy: The Pokhran-II tests redefined India’s strategic posture and had 
lasting implications for regional security and international relations 

  

https://courses.upscprep.com/products/
https://courses.upscprep.com/products/


 

 UPSCprep.com 46 

NDA Years 1999–2004: Key Developments 

Political Context and Leadership 

• The National Democratic Alliance (NDA), led by Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), governed India from 1999 to 2004. 

• This period was marked by significant economic reforms, foreign policy initiatives, 
and national security challenges. 

Major Events and Achievements 

• Economic Reforms: The NDA government continued liberalization policies, 
promoted infrastructure development (notably the Golden Quadrilateral highway 
project), and encouraged foreign investment. 

• Foreign Policy: The Vajpayee government sought to improve relations with 
neighboring countries, including the historic Lahore Summit with Pakistan in 1999. 

• Nuclear Policy: Following the 1998 nuclear tests, India maintained its nuclear 
posture and sought global acceptance as a responsible nuclear power, setting the stage 
for later agreements like the Indo-US Civil Nuclear Deal. 

• Technological Advances: The period saw growth in the IT sector and the launch of 
major space missions. 

• Internal Security: The government faced challenges such as the attack on the Indian 
Parliament in 2001 and responded with legislative and security measures. 

The Kargil War (1999): Detailed Overview 

Background 
• The Kargil War, also known as the Kargil conflict, was fought between India and 

Pakistan from May to July 1999 in the Kargil district of Jammu and Kashmir and 
along the Line of Control (LoC). 

• The conflict began when Pakistani soldiers and militants infiltrated Indian territory, 
occupying strategic heights. 

Course of the War 
• India launched "Operation Vijay" to evict the infiltrators. 

• The conflict involved intense high-altitude warfare, with Indian forces facing difficult 
terrain and well-entrenched adversaries. 

• The Indian Air Force played a crucial role through "Operation Safed Sagar," 
providing air support to ground troops. 
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Outcome and Significance 
• By July 1999, Indian forces had successfully recaptured most of the occupied 

positions. 

• The war ended with India regaining control of its territory, and international 
diplomatic pressure on Pakistan to withdraw its forces. 

• The conflict resulted in significant casualties on both sides and highlighted the 
volatility of the India-Pakistan relationship post-independence. 

Impact on India 
• The Kargil War led to a reassessment of India's security and intelligence apparatus, 

resulting in reforms and modernization of the armed forces. 

• It strengthened national unity and patriotism, with widespread public support for the 
military. 

• The conflict underscored the importance of vigilance along the LoC and shaped 
India's defense policy in the years that followed. 

Post-Independence Context 
• The Kargil War was the first large-scale armed conflict between India and Pakistan 

since the 1971 Indo-Pak war, and it was the first after both countries had declared 
themselves nuclear powers in 1998. 

• It tested India's military preparedness and diplomatic acumen, with India successfully 
garnering international support for its position. 

• The war also influenced subsequent Indo-Pak relations and remains a key event in 
India's post-independence history. 
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UPA I (2004–2009): Overview and Significance 

The United Progressive Alliance (UPA) I refers to the coalition government led by the Indian 
National Congress (INC) from 2004 to 2009, a pivotal period in post-independence Indian 
history. This alliance was formed after the 2004 general election, which resulted in a hung 
parliament with no single party securing a majority. The Congress, with 145 seats, was only 
slightly ahead of the BJP. The UPA was formed with the support of several regional and left-
leaning parties, notably under the guidance of Communist leader Harkishen Singh Surjeet, 
who played a key role in uniting 14 parties, including the RJD, DMK, NCP, and others, to 
keep the BJP out of power. 

Leadership and Structure 

• Prime Minister: Dr. Manmohan Singh, an economist and former finance minister, 
became Prime Minister, marking the first time a Sikh held the office. 

• President of India: Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam (until 2007), succeeded by Smt. Pratibha 
Patil in 2007. 

• The UPA operated based on a Common Minimum Programme (CMP), which outlined 
shared policy priorities, especially focusing on inclusive growth and social welfare, 
reflecting a center-left orientation. 

Key Features and Achievements 

• Economic Growth: UPA I presided over a period of robust economic growth, with 
real GDP averaging around 8% annually, a significant jump from the previous NDA 
government's average of 5.9%. The period saw increased foreign investment, higher 
savings and investment rates, and a booming stock market. 

• Poverty Reduction: Over 100 million people were estimated to have escaped poverty 
during this period, attributed to both economic growth and targeted welfare schemes. 

• Pro-Rural and Welfare Policies: The alliance emphasized rural development, 
launching flagship schemes such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Right to Information Act (RTI), and the National Rural 
Health Mission (NRHM). These initiatives aimed to address rural distress and 
empower citizens. 

• Foreign Policy and Nuclear Deal: The UPA I government pursued the landmark 
India–United States Civil Nuclear Agreement, which was controversial but ultimately 
expanded India's access to nuclear technology and fuel. This move led to the 
withdrawal of support from the Left Front in 2008, forcing the government to survive 
a confidence vote. 

Political Challenges 
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• Coalition Management: The UPA I was a minority government, relying on external 
support from left parties, which often led to policy compromises and political 
instability. 

• Terrorism and Security: The period witnessed several high-profile terrorist attacks, 
including the 2006 Mumbai train bombings and the 2008 Mumbai attacks. The 
government's response to these incidents, including the repeal of the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act (POTA), attracted criticism for being perceived as "soft" on terrorism 

UPA II (2009–2014) in Post-Independence Indian History 

Overview 

The United Progressive Alliance (UPA) II refers to the second term of the Congress-led 
coalition government in India, headed by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, from 2009 to 
2014. This period is significant in post-independence Indian history for its mix of policy 
initiatives, economic challenges, and political controversies. 

Key Features and Events 

Electoral Mandate and Political Landscape 
• In the 2009 Lok Sabha elections, the UPA won 262 out of 543 seats, with the Indian 

National Congress (INC) securing 206 seats, enabling it to form the government for a 
second consecutive term. 

• The UPA II period was marked by a decline in the coalition's stability, with several 
allies leaving the alliance, notably the DMK, and the formation of splinter groups 
such as the YSR Congress Party. 

Major Achievements 

Legislation and Social Policy: 
o The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2010) was 

enacted, guaranteeing free education for children aged 6–14 and reserving 
25% of seats in private schools for disadvantaged sections. 

o The Lokpal and Lokayukta Bill was passed in the final session before the 2014 
elections, aiming to address corruption. 

o The creation of Telangana as India's 29th state was legislated, marking a major 
reorganization of state boundaries. 

Economic Performance: 
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o Initially, India’s economy showed resilience despite the global financial crisis 
of 2008–09, but growth slowed in subsequent years due to inflation, high 
interest rates, and a decline in investment. 

o The government claimed to have delivered above-trend growth rates during its 
tenure, though this was overshadowed by later economic challenges. 

Decline and Defeat 

• By 2014, the UPA’s popularity had sharply declined due to economic slowdown, 
persistent inflation, and the fallout from corruption scandals. 

• In the 2014 general elections, the UPA suffered a historic defeat, winning only 60 
seats, while the BJP-led NDA, under Narendra Modi, secured a landslide victory 
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